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COLOGNE:  ITS  FORM  ifko  ITS'fORTUN  E 


Sixty  generations  have  lived  and  passed  into  the  dust  from  whence  they 
sprang  since  the  Empress  Agrippiua  bestowed  upon  the  place  of  her  birth 
the  name  and  the  dignity  of  a  Roman  Colonia.  But  the  glory  of  the  city  does 
not  lie  in  its  great  age,  nor  in  its  invincible  vitality,  which  has  thrice  restored 
it  alter  it  had  been  thrice  destroyed  and  which  each  time  has  transformed  it 
from  one  of  the  oldest  to  a  young  and  youthfully  energetic  community.  Its 
glory  lies  rather  in  the  richness  of  the  patterns  in  which  from  age  to  age  the 
city's  life  has  found  expression  and  which  have  survived  all  destruction  and 
all  change  of  custom  and  way-of-life ;  it  lies  too  in  the  essential  unity  —  which 
is  becoming  ever  clearer  to  us  -  of  the  form  which  all  these  changing  patterns 

have  in  common. 

The  serene  and  confident  vitality  and  the  spontaneous  gaiety,  the  sure  feeling 
for  that  which  is  genuine  and  valuable,  these  qualities  distinguish  the  trea- 
sures of  the  Roman  age  which  have  been  brought  to  light  from  beneath  the 
soil  of  Cologne  in  an  abundance  only  surpassed  by  Rome  herself,  and  these 
qualities  are  evident  in  the  creations  of  the  following  centuries.  Already  in 
the  pre-Christian  era  the  site  of  a  shrine  and  the  religious  capital  of  a  great 
province,  Cologne  soon  became  the  centre  of  an  intellectually  active  Christian 
community  and  the  seat  of  a  Bishop.  This  community  formed  the  foundation 
upon  which,  after  the  first  great  destruction,  was  based  the  new  community 
winch,  during  the  Prankish  era,  briefly  became  the  seat  of  kings.  And  when 
out  of  the  ruins  of  the  second  destruction  —  by  the  Normans  —  at  the  end 
of  the  first  millenium,  there  arose  mediaeval  Cologne,  city  of  churches 
and  monasteries,  of  arts  and  crafts  in  rich  abundance,  of  music,  of  sages  whose 
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